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Grace Presbyterian Church            October 11, 2020 

Psalm 65, Luke 17: 11-19, 2 Corinthians 9:6-15  Thanksgiving Sunday 

"Generously Thanking God” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

I’m preparing this at a time when my daughter Stacy has begun labour pains and 

we wonder when her baby girl will arrive. The Scripture warns us that the Lord 

will return at a time, like a thief in the night, suddenly like labour pains come upon 

a pregnant woman (1 Thessalonians 5: 1-2). I hope you are ready. Me too. It is a 

time and season to have our spiritual house in order. If the Lord were coming 

today, would you look him in the eye, knowing He had given Himself for you, and 

knowing He would welcome you, rather than saying to you, “Who are you again? 

Or worse, “I never knew you.” (Matthew 7:23) And this was after they had done 

serious ministry for Jesus: “prophesied and driven out demons in Jesus’ name…” 

All of us come to Thanksgiving to remember our relationship with the Lord Jesus 

Christ, to turn away from those things that wreck that relationship, to turn from our 

sins and to say, “yes” with all our hearts to Jesus. We give you our lives anew 

today, Lord, our possessions, our resources, the keys to our houses, to our cars, to 

our bank accounts, our relationships, everything…is Yours. And we thank You, 

even in this season of pandemic. 

 

It is a funny time to talk about gardening at harvest time. Wouldn’t you think it 

would be better to talk about gardening closer to Easter, when we put seeds in the 

ground by faith, not knowing what will come of them, but hoping and trusting that 

the wonderful food or flowers will come as they have in every season before? Now 

that it is harvest, or just after harvest, we can review how the soil preparation, 

planting, weeding, watering, fertilizing, thinning, and the harvest went. Was the 

seed good? Were we happy with the harvest, the amount, the quality, the taste? 

 

Of course, this is gardening and farming talk. Do we even care about such things? 

You know in previous generations, and in ancient times, people’s being able to eat 

at all depended totally on such things, without supermarkets, and worldwide food 

distribution, such as we take for granted now. Paul used the garden and the farm as 

a place to teach about faith and trust in God. 

 

Those places today, in the garden and on the farm, we still must exercise faith and 

trust in God. When you put that little seed in the ground, who is to say what will 

happen to it? Will it germinate and produce what you want? Maybe. But you are 

not in control as the gardener or the farmer in terms of the harvest. Yes, you can 

choose to plant, but you do so in faith, that is, not being able to see what the 
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outcome will be in advance. This was such a big part of everyone’s lives in the 

ancient world, Paul used it to teach about generosity. (2 Cor. 9) It started in the 

garden.  Now if you only want ten carrots from your garden, because they may not 

be your favourite vegetable, you cannot put ten seeds in the ground. You may not 

get any harvest at all with that mentality. In fact, what you need to do is get a hand 

full of seed and plant the carrots in a row. You may still only get a dozen, but at 

least you were generous in sowing seed, in planting. More likely, you will get not 

only enough for your own family, you will get enough to share with the neighbors 

and others. The basic principle is, “if you sow sparingly, you will reap sparingly.” 

(2 Cor. 9:6) The opposite is true too, “if you sow generously, you will reap 

generously.” Paul used this phrase to not only teach what people already knew 

about gardening and farming, he is teaching us about giving. So be a generous 

giver in your life. 

 

What does that mean to be generous? In the Bible, it starts with a ten percent rule 

of whatever money you receive, you give back to ministry, the local church and 

other ministries as God directs you. And as you give more than the tithe, the ten 

percent, then you are becoming generous. If you are giving ten percent or less of 

your income, of the money you receive, it is not generosity but rather your dues to 

God, no matter how much that is in dollars. Thank you to many here who are 

giving their tithe and beyond. This last season of givings, the last six months, is the 

most generous time of giving in our recent history and we are grateful to you, I am 

grateful. 

 

Why do people tend not to be generous? It’s the mathematics of giving. The logic 

goes like this: If I give ten percent, I will have less, less to spend, less to control. 

And if I give even more and are generous, I lose more and more, and eventually I 

won’t have enough for myself and my family. That’s the logic at work. But the 

Scriptures teach us that as we give, God gives to us, blessings and peace. He will 

make sure we have enough. Remember that God is the author of life. Life itself is a 

gift. Daily living, the health of our bodies, the right requirements of the atmosphere 

and environment, appropriate diet based on gardening/farming somewhere, 

temperature, moisture, pressure, and gravity has to all be within certain norms for 

human beings to flourish. We know these things. 

We usually take them for granted. Today, we say, “Thank you” to God. 

 

We have to be reminded, here by Paul in 2 Cor. 9, that the seed and the bread are 

gifts. Scientists haven’t figured out how to make seeds. They have figured out how 

to genetically modify them, which is another discussion, but they haven’t figured 

out how to create them from nothing. Lots of work goes into bread. It’s amazing. 
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Again, I don’t have to tell you about the soil preparation, planting, weeding, 

watering, fertilizing, thinning, and the harvest at the end. And that’s just to get the 

seed harvested, then the seed goes to the mill, where it is turned to flour and the 

flour has to be combined with other ingredients, in a fairly lengthy process, to 

make dough, let it rise, with yeast or sour dough, and then finally put in an oven, 

for the just right amount of time. Too little and the bread is unedible like raw 

dough. Too much and it is burnt and unedible. I don’t need to tell you have tried to 

bake bread what goes into it turning out right. 

 

And I’m sure there are many thinking right now: Just go to the store and buy some 

nice bread. Yes, indeed. But someone had to do all these things to make it happen. 

Generosity is required for the bread to appear. Particularly where it is a gift, and all 

other kinds of baking and cooking are gifts as you so well know. Thanksgiving is a 

time to revel in some of our finest bakers’ and cooks’ abilities. You can think 

through the meal with golden turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy and dressing, squash, 

corn, and pumpkin pie or pecan pie or whatever you favourite is… You can 

imagine the meal better than I can describe it to you. Meals are often expressions 

of the gift of many hours, consumed in minutes. 

 

Generosity toward others is God’s intention for believers. He wanted us to know 

that generously sowing, generously cooking, generously giving away of our lives 

directs others to God.  Farmers in general are doing that in Canada and around the 

world. Some are well off. Most are barely making it, but they are serving the rest 

of us who often take their gifts for granted. 

 

Someday we all know we will donate everything we have to someone else. 100%. 

It is not optional. It is called “death.” Meanwhile, we must ask ourselves how 

generous will we be toward others and toward God, and God’s mission here in this 

life? Paul was commending the Corinthians in their giving. He wanted them to be 

cheerful givers. And many of them were. God wants the same for us today. How 

do you show your generosity? How do you give without blowing your own horn 

about your giving? Don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing. 

Don’t give for the limelight of giving. God sees. God rewards. Those rewards 

aren’t always in this life. They usually come later, in the next. Be the generous 

person everyone remembers for their kind and generous heart. And remember you 

cannot outgive God. Remember what Jesus has done for you. 

 

Let me close with the story Jesus tells us through Dr. Luke’s writing in Luke 17 

about a group of men who had Hansen’s Disease, what most of us know as leprosy. 

This is a disease that ravages the nervous system and leaves individuals unable to 
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feel parts of their bodies, often the extremities. Then if there is a cut or wound in 

an appendage or extremity, it can become exceedingly infected and actually fall off 

or some kind of disfigurement occurs. It is a brutal disease. Lepers, affected by 

such a disease, would group together, as the Jewish law would tell them to shout 

“unclean, unclean” to warn people on the road of their approach. Imagine what that 

would do to your mental health. On this occasion, apparently, a mixed religious 

group of lepers, Jews and Samaritans were looking for Jesus, because they heard 

he could heal just about anything. Ten of them came together, putting everything 

else aside, and agreeing on the mission to find Jesus and to get healing. They found 

him. They were not timid in their request. They shout, “Jesus, Master, have pity on 

us.” He agrees to their request. He sends them to the priest to declare them healthy, 

that they might return to their communities, according to the Law of Moses. 

 

They find themselves healed, all ten, as far as we know. But you know the story. 

How many come back to thank Jesus? Just one. What is Jesus trying to teach us 

through this story? A thankful person is a rare person. Maybe only one in ten. A 

thankful person is not the person that we might think is the thankful person. It was 

the Samaritan, the idolater, the impure one, the despised one, in the culture of the 

day. He was the one who came back (and not quietly). He was loudly grateful. Can 

I hear a “Thank you, Jesus”? He threw himself at Jesus’ feet. It was a public act of 

worship. Many of us might be more subdued. He was not. 

 

Jesus’ reaction takes us aback. Only this foreigner comes back thankfully? Just as 

Jesus had praised the Roman Centurion who said he knew Jesus could heal and 

didn’t need to come to his house. (Matthew 8:10; Luke 7:9) He just needed to give 

the order and the healing would be accomplished, just as he knew his orders were 

heeded. And Jesus commends his faith. Hear Jesus commending this Samaritan’s 

faith. 

 

How are you doing at being thankful these days? You know there are very few 

passages in Scripture that clearly, verbally say something is God’s will. In 1 

Thessalonians 5:18: “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for 

you in Christ Jesus.” That’s a powerful directive. How can we be thankful in a 

pandemic, where people are losing their livelihoods, their mental health, their 

lives…? We trust the Lord who has used sword and famine and pestilence over 

many generations to draw us to Himself. I don’t think He enjoys using these, but 

He knows our brokenness and creatively works with us to draw us to Himself. 

 

No matter how many come together this Thanksgiving at your house, please take 

the time to give thanks, not just the usual prayer or blessing, but a little extra 
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silence and prayers to the One who holds our futures in His hands. I know this can 

be awkward in the family, but “if My people who are called by My name, will 

humble themselves and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, 

then will I hear from heaven, forgive their sins, and heal their land.” (2 Chronicles 

7:14). We do need our land healed. We do need the forgiveness of our sins. We do 

need to hear God’s answer to King Solomon’s prayer, which is where this verse 

comes from… 

 

I don’t know the way forward in our messed up pandemic time. I do know the One 

who does. I do know that generosity and kindness, sharing the good seed of the 

Gospel, as Jesus taught, sharing how God makes Himself real to us even in this 

season is the way forward, in every season. 

 

Pray that God might remove the obstacles in our lives that we might be more 

giving, more generous. Pray that we might see His work in our lives and be able to 

share that wonderful change He brings in us, the new life that is messy and 

wonderful and transformative. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

Let us pray. 
 
 


